-----Original Message-----

From: Gary Yantis [mailto:gyantis@midtec.com]

Sent: Saturday, January 31, 2004 9:34 PM

To: christine@yantis.net

Cc: 'Andy Hargrove'; andy@yantis.net

Subject: famous oration -- "food for thought"

Adding to an offhand comment I made to you via AOL AIM today:

I thought you might find this of interest as you observe politics of today -- not just in our country but world politics and mankind in general.   If our country and way of life ends in your lifetime, as I believe it will, the sources will be from within.   I should be surprised but really am not that very few schools (secondary or university level) include all of the speeches of such Roman orators as Cicero in the "education" they put forth.   If they do, they almost always selectively omit certain speeches and almost ALWAYS omit THIS one.   Why?   "Those who ignore history are bound to repeat it." 

Love,

Dad

A nation can survive its fools, and even the ambitious.  But it cannot survive treason from within. An enemy at the gates is less formidable, for he is known and carries his banner openly. But the traitor moves amongst those within the gate freely, his sly whispers rustling through all the alleys, heard in the very halls of government itself. For the traitor appears not a traitor; he speaks in accents familiar to his victims, and he wears their face and their arguments, he appeals to the baseness that lies deep in the hearts of all men. He rots the soul of a nation, he works secretly and unknown in the night to undermine the pillars of the city, he infects the body politic so that it can no longer resist. A murderer is less to fear.

Marcus Tullius Cicero

Roman orator, statesman 42 B.C. 

